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The twentieth century saw the emergence of a politically potent conservation movement that made natural resource management and environmental protection an important concern of Americans. It is unfortunate that many of our citizens today are largely unaware of the history of this movement. It’s legacy of restored fish and wildlife populations, protected national and state parks, forests, wilderness areas and wildlife refuges, is one of the nation’s greatest achieve​ments, and also one of the greatest benefits of living in this country.

The origins of a conservation ethic among Americans can be traced back to the late 19th century when sportsmen, alarmed at the decimation being inflicted on game populations and fish​eries resources, began demanding the passage of strong fish and game laws, seeking restrictions on market hunting and fishing, and advocating for man​agement programs to address the nega​tive impacts on freshwater fisheries from dams and water pollution.

Perhaps the most prominent Ameri​can to advocate for conservation was President Theodore Roosevelt. As a boy and young man, Roosevelt spent a substantive amount of time in the outdoors fishing, hunting and ranch​ing, and he developed a strong and abiding love for the natural world and the sporting life from his first hand experiences. These experiences were the catalyst for his lifelong advocacy of land and wildlife conservation.

Teddy was one of the founders of the Boone and Crockett Club — the first private organization to address wildlife conservation issues at the national level. The inauguration of this

organization in 1887 in essence set the stage for the conservation movement of the twentieth century. It brought together prominent sportsmen and political leaders who formulated a vision for the future of our fish and wildlife resources and were instrumen​tal in laying the foundation for the great​est conservation system in the world. 

Members of the club prominent in national conservation efforts would include such luminaries as George Bird Grinnell (Founder of the National Audubon Society), Gifford Pinchot (first Chief of the US Forest Service), Aldo Leopold (renowned scientist and founder of the discipline of wildlife ecology), and J.N. “Ding” Darling (edi​torial cartoonist who championed the Federal Duck stamp to buy Federal Wildlife Refuges, founded the National Wildlife Federation and created the Fed​eral Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit Program). The National Forest, National Park and National Wildlife Refuge systems that are such vital compo​nents of our nation’s successful wild​life conservation efforts are in large part attributable to the efforts of the Boone and Crockett Club and the energy, dedication and vision of its members.

Sound wildlife conservation and strong hunting and fishing ethics are firmly linked, and together are a funda​mental component of today’s fish and game laws and regulations. The concept of Fair Chase — defined as “the ethical, sportsmanlike, lawful pursuit, and taking of any free-ranging wild, native North American big game animal in a manner that does not give the hunter an improper advantage over such animals” — was solidly and prominently embedded in the original constitution of the Boone and Crockett Club. The organization has remained a

champion of principled sportsmanship throughout its history.

This past June the Boone and Crockett Club launched the Hunt Fair Chase program to educate and inform both the hunting and non hunting public about hunting ethics and their impor​tance to the continued success of North American conservation and wildlife management. An informational website —www.huntfairchase.com —  has been established and will provide a wealth of information about hunting history; the origins of sportsmanship; how ethical hunting saved the sport along with our wildlife populations; and the importance of hunters in contin​ued conservation leadership into the future.

A visit to this website is recom​mended, as it is informative and enlightening. I hope you will join me in offering a tip of the hat to the Boone and Crockett Club for its continued advocacy on behalf of the conserva​tion and enjoyment of our wildlife resources.

